
Surface Tension
You have seen it and experienced it!

So what is it?



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Have you ever done a 
belly flop?

If so, think about 
how it felt. How 
would you describe it 
to someone?

http://myedmondsnews.com/2015/08/scene-in-edmonds-hard-landing/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Can you think of any similarities between a 
belly flop, the metal paper clip, and a water 
strider? What about some differences?

https://chem.libretexts.org/Core/Physical_and_Theoretical_Chemistry/Physical_Properties_of_Matter/States_of_Matter/Properties_of_Liquids/Surface_Tension
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Why does the girl sink and paper clip & 
water strider stay on top of the water?

HINT!  The Answer is Two Words



Surface Tension



Surface Tension

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://researchparent.com/plant-cell-model/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Hint #1
What type of 
observations 
can you make 
from this 
picture?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surface_tension

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surface_tension


Hint #2
How is this 
picture similar 
to the first 
one?

https://interestingengineering.com/the-science-behind-exploding-water-droplets-is-simpler-than-we-thought

https://interestingengineering.com/the-science-behind-exploding-water-droplets-is-simpler-than-we-thought


Hint #3
How is this 
picture 
similar to a 
person 
doing a 
belly flop?

https://interestingengineering.com/the-science-behind-exploding-water-
droplets-is-simpler-than-we-thought

https://interestingengineering.com/the-science-behind-exploding-water-droplets-is-simpler-than-we-thought
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